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Unction for the dying
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Email: edcathpar@adam.com.au
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5th Sunday in Lent—Year A
God’s intention in creating us human beings is that we may share in his life and glory for
all eternity in Heaven. The book of Wisdom makes this clear: “God did not make death,
nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living” (Wis 1:13). The cause of death is
disobedience to God, which is sin. God gave the man (Adam this command: “You are free
to eat from any of the trees of the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
From that tree you shall not eat from it; when you eat from it you shall die” (Ge:16-17).
Adam disobeyed, and death was the consequence. Every human being afterwards shares
in this condition of death, which became the “normal” condition of our fallen human
nature.
The physical death which all human beings experience is not a result of personal sin but a
general human condition for which God himself will provide a remedy. What is really
dreadful is spiritual death, which can last for all eternity. This kind of death is caused by
our personal sins, which are always decisions to disobey God. When we disobey him, we
separate ourselves from the One who is Life, the real source of life—and the
consequences are most grave.
God is the God of life; he wants the people he has created to share in his life. And so he
always provides a solution to those who experience a sort of death by separating
themselves from him through their sin. He also provides a solution to those who are
experiencing death-like situations through the sins of others.
The whole of humanity is in a sort of exile, under the threat of condemnation to death.
The word of God addressed to his exiled people is also addressed to us. God himself will
open our graves; he will Spirit in us and will settle us in the Promised Land—Heaven.
Knowing that left to ourselves alone we are dead, he came into the world to give us new
life. “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” (Jn 10:10). Jesus Christ is
the solution to the problem of death and to all the different death-like circumstances of
life in which we may find ourselves.
Lent is a time of renewal given to us to rekindle in us the life of the Spirit. As Jesus said, “it
is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh has nothing to offer” (Jn6:63). The life-giving Spirit has
been given to us through the Sacraments. In Lent we must be more keenly aware of this.
St. Paul in today’s second reading is calling us to grow in the grace of our Baptism, in the
life of the Spirit given to us. It is a call for us to grow in our interior life. It is by doing this
that we can enjoy the victory that Christ has obtained for us over Satan, sin and death.
Are you focused more on your physical death and not on your sinful ways that can cause
your spiritual death? Are you empowered by the Word of God to look beyond the trials
and sufferings of this life and focus on your new life in Christ Jesus? Use Lent to rekindle
the life of the Spirit in you?
Mary, as I ponder on the Word with you at the foot of the Cross,
increase my faith in the Resurrection.
Anawim way Vol 16 No. 3

A reading for the book of Ezekiel (37:12-14)
Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves and have you rise from them,
and bring you back to the land of Israel.
Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them,
O my people! I will put my spirit in you that you may live, and I will settle you upon your land;
thus you shall know that I am the LORD. I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.
R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my voice in supplication.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who can stand? But with you is forgiveness, that you may be revered.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel wait for the LORD.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
For with the LORD is kindness and with him is plenteous redemption; And he will redeem Israel from
all their iniquities.
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans ( 8:8-11)
Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; on the contrary, you
are in the spirit, if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit dwelling in you.
Verse Before the Gospel

Jn 11:25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die.
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John (11:1-45)
Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who had
anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; t was her brother Lazarus who was ill.
So the sisters sent word to him saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” When Jesus heard this he said, “This illness is
not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place where he
was. Then after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were
just trying to stone you, and you want to go back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If one
walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks at night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” He said this, and then told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am
going to awaken him.” So the disciples said to him, “Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved.” But Jesus was talking
about his death, while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. So then Jesus said to them clearly, “Lazarus has
died.
And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may
believe. Let us go to him.” So Thomas, called Didymus,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go to die with
him.”
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, only about two miles away. And many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.
.
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But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.”
Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection
and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
the one who is coming into the world.”
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, saying, “The teacher is here and is asking for
you.” As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus had not yet come into the village, but
was still where Martha had met him. So when the Jews who were with her in the house comforting her saw Mary get
up quickly and go out, they followed her, presuming that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus
wept.
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” But some of them said, “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the
blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?”
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, “Take away the
stone.” Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the
stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said,
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this,
that they may believe that you sent me.” And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus
said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done
began to believe in him.
The Gospel of Lord

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of
salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.
We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us,
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and
deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin

The Pope offered this prayer to the Virgin
Mary in a video message to mark the
Diocese of Rome’s day of prayer and fasting
for the coronavirus emergency.
In his prayer, Pope Francis
calls Mary “Health of the
Sick”, adding that she kept
her faith firm as she stood
near the Cross as Jesus
suffered. "You, Salvation
of the Roman People,
know what we need. We
are certain that you will provide, so that, as
you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting
might return after this moment of trial."
The Pope also said we seek refuge under
Our Lady’s protection, knowing that she will
help us “conform ourselves to the Father's
will”.
Historical precedents
The choice to celebrate Wednesday’s Mass
at the Divine Love Sanctuary holds
significant historical value.
Pope Pius XII went to pray there before the
statue of Our Lady in June 1944.
He pleaded for the salvation of the city of
Rome as Nazi troops withdrew from Italy
during World War II.
Now, over 75 years later, Pope Francis has
asked the Virgin Mary to watch over the
world in this current moment of crisis.

Notices
Your prayers are requested for:
SICK: Giuseppina & Leanne Perugini, Joseph Mohanraj, Maureen Marshall, Imelda Kempson, Bethany Marsh, Luke Nussio,
Jesse Frick, Teresa Donnellan,
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary Dixon, Fr Tony Papps, Daphne Dedoncrer,
ANNIVERSARIES: Ida Dick, Maurice Spiers, Brett Mansell, Rosemary Prosdocimo, Narciso Brion, Mons Horgan, Maurie
Kempson, Carlo Santucci, Gerald Van der Jeugd, Rose Barwick, Sante Vinsentin , Barbara Williams, Giovanna Cendak, Eileen
Dorling, Relatives and friends of the Burns, Hill, Murphy, McNulty families.
__________________________________________
PRAYER REQUESTS:
If you wish the names of your loved ones to be included in the Prayers for the Sick, Recently Deceased or Anniversaries, then
please contact the Parish Office. These will be listed for 4 consecutive Sundays in the Parish Newsletter. Names can be re-listed on
request from the family to the Parish Office. Names are also placed on the Altar for Mass intentions .

ONLINE MASS OPPORTUNITIES
Following the temporary suspension of Mass services and other major liturgical events in SA to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19, below is a list of recommended online prayer and Mass resources. .
Liturgical Resources
The Archdiocese will be proving live streamed Mass on Sunday’s from St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral. Access via our
website, Facebook page or YouTube channel. The Mass will remain available for one week, until the next Sunday Mass
is celebrated.
http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/news-and-events/coronavirus-updates-and-alerts/online-mass-and-prayerservices
OTHER MASS RESOURCES
What

Source

Name

When

Daily Mass

CathNews

Mass on Demand

Accessible anytime online

Sunday Mass

Channel 10

Mass for you at Home

Each Sunday at 6am

Sunday Liturgy for
Families

Archdiocese of
Adelaide

Family-Parish bases catechesis

http://
www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/
our-works-and-community/
family-and-parish-basedcatechesis/prayer-services

READING REFLECTIONS
Name

Source

Pray as you go

App (Google Play or App Store) or Website https://pray-as-you-go.org/ie.php or Podcast

Sacred Space

Website https://www.sacredspace.ie/

Corona of Thorns

Podcast (via Spotify) by Fr Peter Zwaans (Brooklyn Park/Richmond Parish)

Other Suggestions for Prayer




Lighting a candle in the window and praying the Rosary with others around the world, each evening at 9.00pm.
Join with Christians of all denominations by praying the Lord’s Prayer each Friday at 8.00am.
Downloading the Laudate App (Google Play or App Store) which has access to many prayers and devotions (inc. Liturgy of the
Hours and the Stations of the Cross).

