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4th Sunday of Easter- Year A
A poor defenceless sheep left on it own does not have a chance of survival. Eventually its
predators will find it and destroy it. Each one of us is a defenceless sheep when we are
apart from God and all he offers us through his Son Jesus Christ. The message that runs
through all of today’s readings is both a warning and an encouragement. We are warned
that evil abounds and seeks our destruction, we are also given the Good News that God
provides all we need to withstand evil and live in security.
The warnings: in the first reading Peter counsels us: “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” In the second reading he reminds us: “For you had gone astray like sheep.”
Finally, the Gospel mentions thieves and robbers who come “to steal and slaughter and
destroy.” These warnings give us an accurate picture of our situation in a fallen world. If
we find ourselves outside the sheepfold, outside the safety of the Body of Christ, we are
in danger.
The hope of the Church is that Peter’s message will have the same effect on us as it had
on his listeners in Jerusalem: “when they heard this, they were cut to the heart.” What
are we to do, what is anyone to do who finds himself away from the saving work of
Christ? The answer is clear and compelling: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. It is a gift of healing and new life, abundant life. As Jesus says in today’s
Gospel: “I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” How generous
is our God!
We can wander aimlessly like a stray sheep, risking our eternal life, or we can hear the
voice of the true Shepherd and follow him in security.
Today’s Responsorial Psalm beautifully describes our condition when we accept the
guidance and protection of the Lord,; we have nothing to fear. “The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads
me; he refreshes my soul.” In the Gospel Jesus describes himself as a shepherd who “calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out.” The sheep for their part “follow him,
because they recognise his voice.” This image shows us how important it is for us to listen
to and follow the Lord’s voice. We must be able to recognise his voice and distinguish it
from the “voice of strangers” who pose dangers for our spiritual life. Shifting the image,
Jesus also tells us he is “the gate” : “Whoever enters through me will be saved.” He is
inviting us into his own life, the life he shares with the Father in the Holy Spirit. His Sacred
Heart, pierced for us upon the Cross, is our entrance to eternal life.
Today offers us a opportunity to ponder the immense love, mercy and abundant life
offered to us all by the Good Shepherd Jesus Christ. May his gift be accepted and God be
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praised!
Have you ever found yourself outside the sheepfold, outside the safety of the Body of
Christ and thus in danger of falling into sin?
Are you aware that your salvation
depends on your choices in life—listening or not listening to the voice of Jesus, the
Shepherd of your soul?
Mary, guide me on the straight and narrow path of life.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2: 14A, 36-41
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God
has made both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are we to do, my
brothers?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far off,
whomever the Lord our God will call.” He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that
day.
Responsorial Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b4, 5, 6
RESPONSE: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful waters he leads me; he
refreshes my soul. R. He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for
you are at my side. With your rod and your staff that give me courage. R. You spread the table before me in the sight of my
foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. R. Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall
dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come. R.
A Reading from the first letter of St Peter 2:20b-25
Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin, and no
deceit was found in his mouth.
When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; instead, he handed himself over to the one
who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. By
his wounds you have been healed. For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian
of your souls.
Gospel Acclamation

John 10 - 14

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and mine know me.
The Holy Gospel according to John - 10 : 1-10
Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over
elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The
gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they
will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus
used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them.
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.”
The Gospel of the Lord

It has been suggested that we pray the rosary once a week via Telephone Rosary Group using Messenger
app. We will be creating a "Messenger group" with the parishioners who wish to join. This initiative does
not require you to leave the comfort of your own homes to join the group. In this way we can still
continue to be in touch with one another but especially through prayer. However, you will need to
download the "Messenger app" on your smartphone or tablet. If you would like to join the Telephone
Rosary Group or wish to know more about it, please contact Grace Juanta on mobile 0413 380 833.

Live steaming from St Anthony of Padua—Edwardstown Catholic Parish—9.30am Sunday Mass —
https://www.facebook.com/stanthony.edwardstown/live/ or the short URL version might be easier to
type: https://bit.ly/2RHJPZL
Decade a Day in May—"Decade a Day in May" - Pray a decade of the Rosary each day in May for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life. When you sign up to the email list you'll receive a short reflection each day during May. To subscribe go to vocationsadelaide.catholic.org.au

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY— The new digital edition of the Catholic Weekly is formatted identically to the print edition and
is available for FREE via The Catholic Weekly website at this link: https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weeklynewspaper-online/

EASTER 2020
ST ANTHONY
OF PADUA

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with
steadfast faith. You, Salvation of the People, know what we need. We are certain that you will

pro-

vide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. Help
us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the

Res-

urrection. Amen. We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our please – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin
The Pope offered this prayer to the Virgin Mary in a video message to mark the Diocese of Rome’s day of prayer and fasting for the
coronavirus emergency.

Notices
Your prayers are requested for:
SICK: Dominic Gosling, Lyn Eaton, Giuseppina & Leanne Perugini, Joseph Mohanraj, Maureen Marshall, Bethany Marsh,
Luke Nussio, Jesse Frick, Teresa Donnellan,
RECENTLY DECEASED:
ANNIVERSARIES: Catherine Stewart, Angelo Composto, Dean Castle, Pat McClure, Ronda White, Maurice Mabarrack, Val
Black, Rosemary Keain, Glenn Freeborn, Daphne & Kevin Penglase, Mons Horgan, Maurie Kempson,
PRAYER REQUESTS:
If you wish the names of your loved ones to be included in the Prayers for the Sick, Recently Deceased or Anniversaries, then
please contact the Parish Office. These will be listed for 4 consecutive Sundays in the Parish Newsletter. Names can be re-listed on
request from the family to the Parish Office. Names are also placed on the Altar for Mass intentions .

ONLINE MASS OPPORTUNITIES
Following the temporary suspension of Mass services and other major liturgical events in SA to help prevent the spread of
COVID-19, below is a list of recommended online prayer and Mass resources.
Liturgical Resources
The Archdiocese will be providing live streamed Mass on Sunday’s from St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral. Access via our
website, Facebook page or YouTube channel. The Mass will remain available for one week, until the next Sunday Mass is
celebrated. http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/news-and-events/coronavirus-updates-and-alerts/online-mass-andprayer-services
OTHER MASS RESOURCES

What

Source

Name

When

Daily Mass

CathNews

Mass on Demand

Accessible anytime online

Sunday Mass

Channel 10

Mass for you at Home

Each Sunday at 6am

Sunday Liturgy for
Families

Archdiocese of Adelaide Family-Parish bases
catechesis

Name

Source

Pray as you go

App (Google Play or App Store) or Website https://pray-as-you-go.org/ie.php or Podcast

Sacred Space

Website https://www.sacredspace.ie/

Corona of Thorns

Podcast (via Spotify) by Fr Peter Zwaans (Brooklyn Park/Richmond Parish)

http://www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/our-worksand-community/family-and-parish-basedcatechesis/prayer-services

Other Suggestions for Prayer
Lighting a candle in the window and praying the Rosary with others around the world, each evening at 9.00pm.
Join with Christians of all denominations by praying the Lord’s Prayer each Friday at 8.00am.
Downloading the Laudate App (Google Play or App Store) which has access to many prayers and devotions (inc. Liturgy of the
Hours and the Stations of the Cross).

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
no wifi necessary, no signal required

When in sorrow ……………………...….…….call John 14

When you feel down……………….…….. call Romans 8:31

When you have sinned…………….……..call Psalm 51

When you want peace……….…...call Matthew 11:28-30

When you worry………………...call Matthew 6:24-34

When the world becomes bigger……..…...call Psalm 90

When you are in danger ……………......Call Psalm 91

When you feel lonely …………………......…...call Psalm 23

When your faith needs stirring…...call Hebrews 11

When you grow bitter…………….....call 1 Corinthians 13

