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5th Sunday of Easter- Year A
Change is one of the characteristics of living things. If something is alive, every day it
experiences a visible or invisible transformation. This is also true of the Church, which is
always growing – not changing into something different but becoming more fully itself. In
today’s first reading, we learn about the choice of the first seven deacons, an event which
shows that the Church adapts and responds in new ways to the challenges and needs of
the times. Thus, the Church is truly alive.
The Church, then, is not limited to her established visible structures. She is made up of
living people, united by one faith. All of us who believe in Jesus Christ compose the
Church – which, as St. Peter tells us in the second reading, is a “spiritual house.” Each of
us is one of the “living stones” that make up the living Church, the Body of Christ.
However, stones do not make a house if they stand alone. They must be gathered
together and built upon a strong foundation, the Apostles, with Jesus himself as the
“cornerstone, chosen and precious.”
In the first reading we can see that that “stones” are not all the same. There are different
gifts at work in different people. There are Apostles who are assigned to “prayer and to
the ministry of the word,” and there are “reputable men, filled with the Spirit and
wisdom,” who are assigned to “serve at table.” There are ministers and preachers,
administrators, teachers, and those who take care of the practical needs of the
community and other social issues – like the first deacons. We all have different tasks in
the Church, but we are bound together by one faith in Christ; we do not stand alone.
Together in the community of the Lord’s Church we are “a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own.”
Jesus Christ is “the stone that the builders rejected.” Those who do not have faith
“stumble” over him. But for us who believe, he is the living Cornerstone who unites us
and who makes the Church alive. Because of him there is a Church; without him there is
no Church. As long as we are built upon him, we continue to be living stones in the
Church.
Jesus says in today’s Gospel that he is “the Way and the Truth and the Life.” He is the
way because He is the only way to the Father, the only way to salvation. We are firm in
our conviction that anyone who is saved is saved by the Death and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, even if they do not yet know that he is the Way. “There is no salvation through
anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which
we are to be saved” (Acts 4:12). We do not subscribe to the modern idea that there are
many equal paths that all lead to the same mountaintop. Whatever path leads us to
union with God is effective only insofar as it is the Way of Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the Truth, the one and only Truth. This fact calls us to be quite counter-cultural
too. As the world teaches variety of “truths,” and as moral relativism flourishes, we stand
our ground and live and believe the one Truth of Jesus. We Christians should be identified
by our strong moral standards which are based on the Truth, not on what is “politically
correct.” Jesus is the true answer to our questions. He is, as Pope Benedict says in this
week’s Spiritual Reflection, “the truth that gives meaning to human existence.”
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If we follow Jesus’ Way and live by his Truth, we will surely have the eternal Life that we all hope for, for he himself is
Life. There are several accounts in the Gospels where Jesus restores life to people who have died. He also restores the
health of many sick people that they may have fullness in their earthly life. But more than the restoration of this
temporary life, what he really wants us to experience is eternal life, which he has prepared for us in the Father’s
house. Only through Jesus can we gain access to this fullness of life.
Jesus, “the Way and the Truth and the Life,” is the Source of our spiritual and bodily life, the Source of the life of the
Church. He who lives forever will make his Church live forever. He continues to call people to be the new living stones
of the Church. May all whom he calls to his Church accept the invitation and let our lives be led “out of darkness into
his wonderful light”!
How do I adapt and respond to the challenges and needs in my daily life and in the life of the Church? Am I firm in my
conviction that I am saved only by the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ? As a Christian, are my moral standards
based on the Truth which is Jesus who alone gives meaning to my human existence?
Mary, sustain me as I use the gifts given to me to build up the Church.
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with
steadfast faith. You, Salvation of the People, know what we need. We are certain that you will
provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the
Resurrection. Amen. We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.
Do not despise our please – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every danger,
O glorious and blessed Virgin
The Pope offered this prayer to the Virgin Mary in a video message to mark the Diocese of Rome’s day of prayer and fasting for
the coronavirus emergency.

It has been suggested that we pray the rosary once a week via Telephone Rosary Group using Messenger app.
We will be creating a "Messenger group" with the parishioners who wish to join. This initiative does not require
you to leave the comfort of your own homes to join the group. In this way we can still continue to be in touch
with one another but especially through prayer. However, you will need to download the "Messenger app" on
your smartphone or tablet. If you would like to join the Telephone Rosary Group or wish to know more about it,
please contact Grace Juanta on mobile 0413 380 833.

Live steaming from St Anthony of Padua—Edwardstown Catholic Parish—9.30am Sunday Mass —
https://www.facebook.com/stanthony.edwardstown/live/ or the short URL version might be easier to
type:
https://bit.ly/2RHJPZL
Decade a Day in May—"Decade a Day in May" - Pray a decade of the Rosary each day in May for vocations to the priesthood and the religious life. When you sign up to the email list you'll receive a short reflection each day during May. To subscribe go to vocationsadelaide.catholic.org.au

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY— The new digital edition of the Catholic Weekly is formatted identically to the print edition and
is available for FREE via The Catholic Weekly website at this link: https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weeklynewspaper-online/
Wishing all Mother’s past and present a Happy Mother’s Day . May all our mothers be under the protection of God,
that they may they find daily strength to say yes to the call to the sacrificial love - the very heart of the vocation of
motherhood. May their love and witness be a source of great inspiration for all of us called to follow your Son. Amen

The Month of May.
Within the cycle of a year, the
Church unfolds the whole of the
mystery of Christ, from his
incarnation and birth until his
ascension, the day of Pentecost, and
the expectation of blessed hope and
of the Lord’s return.
In celebrating this annual cycle of
Christ’s mysteries, the Church
honours with special love Mary, the
Mother of God, who is joined by an
inseparable bond to the saving
works of he Son. In her the Church
holds up and admires the most
excellent effect of the redemption
and joyfully contemplates, as in a
flawless image, that which the
Church itself desires and hopes
Ordo 2020
wholly to be. SC 102,103

REGINA CAELI
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
For he, whom you did merit to
bear, alleluia.
Has risen as he said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin
Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord is truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray: O God, who gave joy to
the world through the resurrection
of thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
grant we beseech thee, that
through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, his Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Catechesis
Our Lady of Fatima Feast Day - 13th May
Our Lady of Fatima has generated more devotion than any other Church-approved Marian apparitions.
In 1917, in Fatima, Portugal, Our Blessed Mother appeared to three young shepherd children, Lúcia Santos, who was the
eldest of the children at 10 years old, Francisco and Jacinta Martos, her two young cousins, were 8 and 7.
Her messages were about making reparation for sin, hell being a real place where sinners go, and praying the Rosary every
day for peace. One of the key messages was a call to pray for peace. At the time, World War I was raging, and people were
killing one another in numbers that were previously unheard of. The children conveyed the Blessed Mother’s message to
turn from evil and come back to God to heal their land. It’s a message that still applies today.
The children’s revelations drew in crowds of believers but angered both Church and government officials, who tried to force
them to recant their story. At the last apparition on Oct. 13, an estimated crowd of 70,000 came out in the pouring rain and
witnessed the “miracle of the sun.” It was widely reported with photos and eyewitness reports by the newspapers of the
time.
[Excerpt from The National Catholic Register Blog, 26 Feb 2020 ‘Fatima’ Movie to Open April 24 on 1,000 Screens].
Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima
O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most holy Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the children of Fatima and reveal a
glorious message. We implore you, inspire in our hearts a fervent love for the recitation of the Rosary. By meditating on the
mysteries of the redemption that are recalled therein may we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask, through the merits
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.
“The more we honour the Blessed Virgin, the more we honour Jesus Christ, because we honour Mary only that we may
the more perfectly honour Jesus, since we go to her only as the way by which we are to find the end we are seeking,
which is Jesus.” -St Louis De Montfort
Recommended resources - FORMED.ORG
WATCH- FATIMA - Hope for the World (for Ages 12 up) is a 13-part video series (5 min videos) that tells the story of Fatima
from the apparitions from 1917 through the 20th century. It includes details of the apparitions, historical context, the
secrets of Fatima, the children seers and their missions, Our Lady’s specific requests and the importance of responding to
her call.
LISTEN—Fatima – Living the Message Fr Jason Brooks brings to light why Fatima is regarded by many as the most
important spiritual event of the past 100 years.
FOR KIDS—Brother Francis – The Rosary As a family activity, why not watch Brother Francis in this entertaining and
guidance-filled presentation that will inspire your children to deepen their faith by praying the Rosary?

Notices

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never been easier: at home, on the go, or from any internet connected device.
Discover thousands of books, audio talks, movies, documentaries, and studies...there is something for every member of the
family to help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.
Already have an Account?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Visit FORMED.org
Click Sign in
Enter your email
Click the link in your email
You’re in! No more Passwords!

Want to create a New FORMED account with St Anthony of
Padua Edwardstown Parish?
1.
Visit FORMED.org
2.
Click Sign Up
3.
Select “I Belong to a Parish/Organisation”
4.
Find St Anthony’s Parish by entering “Edwardstown”
or postcode “5039”
5.
Enter your email—and you’re in!

Your prayers are requested for:
SICK: Dominic Gosling, Lyn Eaton, Giuseppina & Leanne Perugini, Joseph Mohanraj, Maureen Marshall, Bethany Marsh, Luke
Nussio, Jesse Frick, Teresa Donnellan, Romola Blowes.
RECENTLY DECEASED: Henryk Knapik
ANNIVERSARIES: Maria Bassi, Joe Schinella, Colin Moses, Michele Colagrossi, Adamo & Maria Ricci, Eleonora Kouwen, Bruce
McAuliffe, Ian Ninonuevo, Angelo Ditroia, Catherine Stewart, Angelo Composto, Dean Castle, Pat McClure, Glenn Freeborn,
Daphne & Kevin Penglase. Relatives and friends of the Burns, Hill, Murphy, McNulty families.
PRAYER REQUESTS:
If you wish the names of your loved ones to be included in the Prayers for the Sick, Recently Deceased or Anniversaries, then
please contact the Parish Office. These will be listed for 4 consecutive Sundays in the Parish Newsletter. Names can be re-listed on
request from the family to the Parish Office. Names are also placed on the Altar for Mass intentions.
Live streaming and broadcasting of the installation of Archbishop-designate Patrick O’Regan—The installation will be held in St Francis
Xavier’s Cathedral at 10.30am on Monday May 25 with only a small number of clergy and representatives of the Archdiocese in
attendance due to the coronavirus restrictions. The installation ceremony and Mass will be live streamed via the Archdiocesan website
www.adelaide.catholic.org.au and on YouTube and Facebook. It will be replayed on Channel 44 the same day at 5.30pm.
The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched its Covid-19 Winter Appeal to help people experiencing disadvantage. As
the impacts of job losses due to Covid-19 are realised and more people reach out for assistance, the organisation needs
your help to ensure our local Conference members and volunteers can continue their work supporting the
disadvantaged in our community. Donations can be made online at www.vinnies.org.au/donate, by calling 13 18 12 or
by sending a cheque or money order to St Vincent de Paul Society, GPO Box 1804 Adelaide, SA, 5001. If you are unable
to donate in this manner, the parish office has a number of donation envelopes for the Vinnies Covid-19 Winter Appeal.

Parish Finance Council - During this difficult time, the Parish
Finance council have undertaken works that would normally
be difficult to undertake without disrupting Mass and access.
For WH & S the Confessional has been remodelled adding a
separate entrance for both the Priest and parishioners with
the internal doorway enclosed, allowing for safety and privacy
for all. WH & S painting has been completed—yellow lines
refreshed around the church and car park with the humps
being painted yellow to remind drivers to slow down in the car
park. They are also looking at what will be required when

the Church reopens with social distancing still in place i.e.
flagging off pews and cleaning teams after masses.

