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Pentecost Sunday - Year A
If we were asked to say what is our ultimate goal in life, we might answer that it is to get to
Heaven. And if we were asked further what Heaven will be like, we might say that we will be
with God, enjoying eternal happiness in his presence. In the meantime, as we live our life here
on earth, this final goal can seem very distant, having little connection with our day-to-day
experience. We can sometimes act as if we have one life now, and we will have another life
“someday” in Heaven, but we seldom think about how the transition will occur between “this
life” and the “next life.” If we think of this at all, we tend to suppose that, when we die, we
will leave this life and begin the next one, and let it go at that.
In this week’s Spiritual Reflection, however, Pope Francis introduces us to quite a different
way of thinking about this. Speaking of the Holy Spirit, he says, “He makes us participants in
the very life of God that is Love.… The Holy Spirit introduces us to divine life as ‘children in the
Only Begotten Son.’” What he is saying is that the life of union with God, which we rightly look
forward to in Heaven, begins now, here on earth! We do not need to wait until our death to
begin sharing life with God; we can enter into this life now, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Pope assures us that just as Christ remained totally united with his Father while he lived
his earthly life, we too can enter into the experience of living united with God: “The Holy
Spirit teaches us to see with the eyes of Christ, to live life as Christ lived, to understand life as
Christ understood it.”
The reason that living in union with God can seem very far from our normal experience of life
is that we know our weakness and sinfulness. It can seem impossible to us that, poor and
limited as we are, we could truly enter into Jesus’ experience of union with the Father in our
daily life. God is so holy, so exalted, and we are so lowly and sinful. We do have the hope of
being united with him one day, in Heaven. But how can this happen now? The good news, of
course, is that it is not something that we have to accomplish by our own efforts, for that
would be impossible. It is something which God does in us, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
We can see an example of how this works in the first reading. The disciples were hidden away
in the Upper Room, waiting in prayer with Mary. They were in no condition to accomplish the
mission which Jesus gave them in the Gospel, when he told them, “As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” They were afraid even to show their faces in public. How could they be
expected to carry on Jesus’ mission in the world? But then the Holy Spirit descended on them
and filled them. They immediately went out and began to proclaim Jesus to a large crowd of
people. They were even able to speak many different languages. This is clearly not something
they did on their own; it happened because they were open to the power of the Holy Spirit
working in them.
Now the Church is called to carry on the same mission – to proclaim Jesus to everyone in the
world, speaking to people’s hearts in a way that all can understand. We are members of this
Church, and we are called to this mission. This is the life of God – to give oneself
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completely in love and to draw others to share in that love. It is the Holy Spirit who lives the very life of God within us,
making us sharers in that life by his grace and power, thus making us children of God and brothers and sisters of Jesus
Christ.
If we know our littleness and poverty, our desperate need for God’s grace to lift us up, then we can rejoice that this is
exactly what the Holy Spirit comes to do for us! Let us read through the Sequence for today, slowly and carefully. What do
we learn about the Holy Spirit? He is the Father of the poor, the best Comforter, sweet rest in our labor, coolness in the
heat, light in our darkness, healing for our wounds, softener of our hard hearts, a giver of gifts and joys which never end. No
wonder we cry out to him, “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.”
Let us stir in our hearts a longing to enter more deeply into the life of God, and let us cry out to the Holy Spirit to do this
great transforming work in us. Come, Holy Spirit, come!
Do I understand and believe that the life of union with God begins now, here on earth?
Am I open to the working of the Spirit in me, putting aside fears of my sinfulness and weakness?
Is my life one of giving myself completely in love to draw others to share in this love?
Mary, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, assist me to be open to the Spirit in my daily life.

Prayer of Entrustment of Australia
to Immaculate Mary, Our Lady Help of Christians
O Immaculate Mary, Help of Christians, Queen of Heaven and Earth, and tender
Mother of humanity, at this time when a pandemic threatens all of your children, we entrust to you our nation, Australia, and all who live in this country.
We commit to your intercession all the members of our community, beginning
with the weakest ones, from unborn to the sick, the disabled and the elderly.
We commit to you our families, our young and old, and all who are vulnerable,
those who are quarantined or anxious.
We entrust to your Immaculate Heart those who have lost their livelihood or
employment, our pastors and other essential service workers, and our leaders
at this time.
We implore your intercession especially for the protection of nurses and doctors and those who minister to the contagious sick in this crisis. Reign over us
Mother of God and teach us how to make the Heart of Jesus reign in triumph in
us and around us, as it has reigned and triumphed in you! Amen.

ST ANTHONY’S SCHOOL
Last week we celebrated Laudato Si week to celebrate the
anniversary of Pope Francis’s encyclical calling us to care for all of
God’s creation. We welcomed the week by holding our daily
contemplative heart prayer outside to provide a prayerful
moment for students to connect with creation and give thanks
and praise. At St Anthony’s we take up our call for ecological
conversion in a variety of ways.
Enrolment for 2021 and beyond open with spaces still available.
Please make contact with us to arrange a tour or find out more
about the quality Catholic Education our parish school offers.

Biblical Phrases
in the Mass
Greeting
In the Name of the Father and of the
son and of the Holy Spirit Matthew 28:19
The Lord be with you and with your
spirit - Timothy 4:22; Galatians 6:18

Prayer for the Gifts
of the Holy Spirit
O Holy Spirit of Grace,
be my Wisdom, to teach me my faith;
be my Understanding, in all my doubts;
be my Strength against all temptations;
be my Knowledge, in fulfilling my vocation;
be my Godliness, in all my actions;
be my holy Fear, all the day long:
that you may be my Comfort at the last,
and my Happiness forever. Amen.
http://www.ibreviary.com/

"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT"
Catechism of the Catholic Church
687
"No one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God."7 Now God's Spirit, who reveals God, makes known to
us Christ, his Word, his living Utterance, but the Spirit does
not speak of himself. The Spirit who "has spoken through the
prophets" makes us hear the Father's Word, but we do not
hear the Spirit himself. We know him only in the movement
by which he reveals the Word to us and disposes us to welcome him in faith. The Spirit of truth who "unveils" Christ to
us "will not speak on his own."8 Such properly divine selfeffacement explains why "the world cannot receive [him],
because it neither sees him nor knows him," while those who
believe in Christ know the Spirit because he dwells with them.
(Jn 14:17)
688
The Church, a communion living in the faith of the apostles
which she transmits, is the place where we know the Holy
Spirit:
- in the Scriptures he inspired;
- in the Tradition, to which the Church Fathers are always timely witnesses;
- in the Church's Magisterium, which he assists;
- in the sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, in
which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion with Christ;
- in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us;
- in the charisms and ministries by which the Church is built up;
- in the signs of apostolic and missionary life;

RECOMMENDED IN FORMED.ORG
FOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT— THE MESSENGERS:
THE BIRTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH
Duration 1hr 10mins
Having risen from the dead, Jesus Christ has appeared to His
disciples and instructed them saying, “Remain in Jerusalem
until you are filled with power from Heaven!” Waiting in prayer as Jesus has commanded them, the time comes when the
Holy Spirit is poured out upon them with great power and
wonder! Follow the small band of early Christian believers as
they boldly proclaim Christ and His message in the face of
great opposition resulting in the growth of the church and the
unexpected conversion of its most zealous enemy. Based on
the Book of the Acts of the Apostles Chapters 1-9. People of
all ages will be inspired by this powerful and moving depiction of the first Christians.

AUDIO BOOK PRAYER FOR BEGINNERS BY PETER KREEFT
Peter Kreeft brings his unique insights to this most important
area of our spiritual lives. He claims he himself is still a beginner in prayer, and this book is for all those, like him, who feel
that they struggle to pray, but desire to become much better
at it. He covers such areas as the necessity of prayer, various
motives and methods, steps, patience, suffering, sin, faith and
grace.

Already have a FORMED Account?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign in
3. Enter your email
4. Click the link in your email
5. You’re in! No more Passwords!

Want to create a New FORMED account with
St Anthony of Padua Edwardstown Parish?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign Up
3. Select “I Belong to a Parish/Organisation”
4. Find St Anthony’s Parish by entering “Edwardstown” or
Postcode “5039”
5. Enter your email—and you’re in!

DONATIONS REQUESTED FOR FORMED PARISH SUBSCRIPTION
We hope you have been making the most of FORMED - a wonderful online resource for all things Catholic.
Our annual $1200.00 renewal is now due and in order to continue full access to the many high quality and
solid faith educational and inspiring material we are relying on your kind assistance to help raise sufficient
funds to renew for another 12 months. If you wish to donate towards our FORMED annual subscription
please contact the parish office or leave your donation in an envelope indicating that it is for "FORMED".
Thank you.

Notices
Your prayers are requested for:
SICK: Romola Blowes, Pasquale, Mary Mabarrack, Dominic Gosling, Lyn Eaton, Giuseppina & Leanne Perugini, Joseph Mohanraj,
Maureen Marshall, Bethany Marsh, Luke Nussio, Jesse Frick, Teresa Donnellan,
RECENTLY DECEASED: Frances Beckmann, Henryk Knapik, Gwenda McDougall
ANNIVERSARIES: Vincent Lesbai, John Dolan, Gina Superina, Giuseppe Garuccio, Brian Hennessy, Catherine Donnellan, Mary
Howie, Maria Bassi, Joe Schinella, Colin Moses, Michele Colagrossi, Adamo & Maria Ricci, Eleonora Kouwen, Bruce McAuliffe, Ian
Ross Ninonuevo, Angelo Ditroia, Catherine Stewart, Relatives and friends of the Burns, Hill, Murphy, McNulty families.
PRAYER REQUESTS:
If you wish the names of your loved ones to be included in the Prayers for the Sick, Recently Deceased or Anniversaries, then
please contact the Parish Office. These will be listed for 4 consecutive Sundays in the Parish Newsletter. Names can be re-listed on
request from the family to the Parish Office. Names are also placed on the Altar for Mass intentions.

Decade a Day in May—"Decade a Day in May" - Pray a decade of the Rosary each day in May for vocations to
the priesthood and the religious life. When you sign up to the email list you'll receive a short reflection each
day during May. To subscribe go to vocationsadelaide.catholic.org.au
The Rosary group via Messenger app continues to pray the Rosary on Friday evenings at 8pm. The Rosary will take
around 20 minutes. Let us pray together as a parish community. It is a good way to keep in touch and feel connected
with other parishioners. To be part of this prayer group, simply send a message either on the St Anthony Facebook
page or to Grace on 0413 380 833.
Live steaming from St Anthony of Padua—Edwardstown Catholic Parish—9.30am Sunday Mass —
https://www.facebook.com/stanthony.edwardstown/live/ or the short URL version might be easier to type:
https://bit.ly/2RHJPZL
THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY— The new digital edition of the Catholic Weekly is formatted identically to the print edition
and is available for FREE via The Catholic Weekly website at this link: https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholicweekly-newspaper-online/
St Vincent de Paul Appeal The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched its COVID-19 Winter Appeal to help people experiencing
disadvantage. As the impact of job losses due to COVID-19 are realised and more people reach out for assistance, the organisation
needs your help to ensure local Conference members and volunteers can continue their work supporting the disadvantaged in our
community. Donations can be made online at www.vinnies.org.au/donate, by calling 13 18 12 or by sending a cheque or money
order to St Vincent de Paul Society, GPO Box 1804 Adelaide, SA, 5001. If you are unable to donate in this manner, donation
envelopes are located at the Western entrance.

CHURCH OPEN—MASS RESUMED
Online bookings are essential—https://calendly.com/edcathpar Each person must be
booked in (i.e. Family 4—4 bookings) for Weekend Masses. We ask that you consider others
and only book at least every other week to enable others to attend until allowed numbers are
increased.

Register your name and contact details on the sheets provided every
time you attend Church.
Maximum 10 people (20 as at 1st June 2020) inside the church
WEEKDAY
Tuesday 9.30am
Wednesday 9.30am—All day adoration
Thursday 9.30am

WEEKEND
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.30am
Sunday 10.30am

Please use hand
sanitiser before you
enter the Church.

