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Dear parishioners, sisters and brothers in Christ,
July 6 is the feast of our patron saint Maria Goretti
who has remained with us after the 'sister' church
closed at Ascot Park ten years ago. Little Maria
stands at the entrance of the chapel named after
her, which was originally purpose-built for small
week day Masses. Due to increased numbers at
daily Mass the chapel is used for little children with
their parents when difficulties arise and the need to
'retreat' briefly from the larger congregation. Such
little ones will grow quickly, which is all the more
reason why parents should take advantage now of
the teaching of crucial lessons we can learn from
the life of St Maria Gorreti and the choices she
made. You can read further on this here in this
bulletin.
It's because of Maria, I am always struck by the
dramatic change which took place in the life of her
killer Alessandro Serenelli. There is certainly a
“before and after” Alessandro. The letter he wrote towards the end of his life, I include
also for this 14th Sunday, in the hope that we might connect with the lovely words of
Jesus, about the invitation to share his 'yoke'.
You have heard me say many times that it is a double yoke, made for two animals,
bullock or donkey. Jesus wants us to come alongside and reign ourselves in with him,
where we will find our burdens lifted, to walk with him in peace and love. This young
man's problem lay in his refusal to acknowledge his crime and seek the mercy of God
and know the power of being forgiven. Alessandro died when I was starting out as a
young man myself, needing the same lessons of God's mercy and forgiveness.
Each older generation may find it necessary, to comment upon whether the younger
generation, have it easier or are worse off than when they were young. I didn't have to
face the material deprivation and unjust oppression of families in Italy at the time of St
Maria and Alessandro. Nonetheless, all of us young or old, inherit the condition of
frailty and need for salvation, as a consequence of Original Sin. Alessandro knew this
forgiveness, through the visitation of St Maria. Freed from his sin he was able only
then, to live out his sentence with faith, hope and love and as a free man, devote the
rest of his life in prayer and work in the monastery.
May our children know the real meaning of hope, in every aspect of their lives, knowing
God's grace and mercy and eternal reward.
St Maria Goretti pray for us.
Fr Phillip Alstin PP

Notices
Your prayers are requested for:
SICK: Leah Alstin, April Coulson, Luke Nussio, Jesse Frick,
Kate Hall, Von Hill
RECENTLY DECEASED: Rodney Baylis, Fr Byron-Squires, Mary
Wallis, Monica McCabe, Shirley Kelly,
ANNIVERSARIES: Lynda O’Brien, Maria Fatima, Adam
Buckley, Wanda Miecinski, Ann Burns, Ellen Spiers, Pauli
Sullivan, Concetta Viviani, Leslie Hill, Tony Saba, John Bradley,
Winifred Black, Maria Jaksa, Relatives and friends of the
Burns, Hill, Murphy, McNulty families.

PRAYER REQUESTS:
If you wish the names of your loved ones to be included in the
Prayers for the Sick, Recently Deceased or Anniversaries, then please
contact the Parish Office. These will be listed for 4 consecutive
Sundays in the Parish Newsletter. Names can be re-listed on request
from the family to the Parish Office. Names are also placed on the
Altar for Mass intentions.

PARISHES OF ADELAIDE PODCAST - A new podcast
has just been released as one of the ways for the Archdiocese to stay connected during this time, when we are somewhat disconnected. Podcaster James Meston, recently featured interviews of Fr Phillip with parishioners, Geoff, Sandra, Georgia and Randy. If you wish to listen to the podcast
but don’t have a smartphone, tablet or computer, a CD can
be made available to you by contacting ArchD radio via email
archdradio@cesa.catholic.edu.au.
You can hear the podcasts here:
https://open.spotify.com/show/3KaIBUKjG9GsKS0Rn93qXO

ST ANTHONY’S SCHOOL
This term our school value of “love” has
guided all that we have done. This week
students spent some time reflecting on the
things they love about St Anthony’s School.
This included things like Playing with new
people, the Playground, Teachers are kind,
All the learning, Nature play, Heart prayer,
Mentoring Moments , Loving people, Doing
projects, Fundraisers and Special days.
St Anthony’s school will be welcoming 2 new
reception students next term and we invite
members of the Parish who wish to know
more about our school and enrolment for
their child to make contact with us. Spaces still available for
Reception 2021 and beyond.
As we approach the school holidays we give thanks for all the
blessings of our term and look forward to the school holidays
and all that God will grace us with in Term 3.

READERS OF THE WORD AND UNIVERSAL PRAYERS
(please return to the Lectern to lead the Universal Prayers)
Saturday 6:00pm
4th July
Paulina May
11th July
Reg Farnell

Sunday 9:30am
July Randy Juanta

PLANNED GIVING
Choose one of the following options that suits you best1) Contact the Parish Office to receive a Stewardship number
unique to you for easy reference of your contribution.
2) Through the Adelaide archdiocese websiteGo to https://adelaide.catholic.org.au/donation
Follow instructions on the site. You will need to select
EDWARDSTOWN PARISH. Then in the drop down box ,
choose General; for Parish collection (2nd Collection) and
for the Priests of the Archdiocese. (First Collection).
3) Use internet bank for direct deposit into Edwardstown
Parish bank account using the following details-

ACCOUNT NAME: CCES Edwardstown Parish
BSB: 086 005 Account: 48973 5300

COLLECTION BOWLS

please place your contribution
in the bowls on the altar steps, as you enter the church or at
the preparation of the gifts of bread and wine, during the
singing of the offertory chant. THANK YOU.

MASS RESUMES
ONLINE BOOKINGS are essential for weekend masses. To
book please go to https://calendly.com/edcathpar . Each
person must be booked in (i.e. family of 4 need 4 separate
bookings). If unable to book online please contact the parish
office or see Grace after Mass (Sunday or on weekdays).

PLEASE ARRIVE 10 MINUTES EARLY FOR MASS
For everyone’s safety, we ask you to please follow the guidelines below:
1. Enter via the Western doors opposite the hall, use hand sanitiser and tick your names off on the sheets provided.
2. Adhere to social distancing requirements as indicated on the
pews. Family members are not required to social distance.
3. During Holy Communion, please follow social distancing
markings on the carpet.
4. Please exit via the Northern doors while maintaining social
distancing at all times.
DONATIONS REQUESTED FOR FORMED PARISH SUBSCRIPTION
If you wish to donate towards our FORMED annual
subscription leave your donation in an envelope indicating
that it is for "FORMED” or through Direct Debit. See details
above. We are still short of funds to pay for subscription this
year.

Don’t have a FORMED account with St Anthony of
Padua Edwardstown Parish?
1. Visit FORMED.org
2. Click Sign Up
3. Select “I Belong to a Parish/Organisation”
4. Find St Anthony’s Parish by entering
“Edwardstown” or Postcode “5039”
5. Enter your email—and you’re in!

PLEASE TAKE THIS PARISH BULLETIN HOME WITH YOU. THANK YOU!

Meditation from Anawim Way (14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (2020) Cycle A, Year 2 )
What is the burden that Jesus carries, and which he asks us to take on
with him? It is the burden of love. He invites us to love as he loves, which
is to choose his will as the standard for all our actions. Jesus is always
pouring himself out in love, intent on giving life, reconciliation, and healing to all people. He is already carrying this burden of love so when he
asks us to take up his yoke, it is light, for he is already carrying it, and we
are simply carrying it with him.
The heaviest burdens we experience are sometimes the ones which God never meant for us to
carry in the first place. We choose them ourselves, and we end up carrying them alone. For example, if we take up the burden of striving for great honour and fame, or of attaining a position of
power, or of enjoying every worldly comfort, then we carry that burden alone. Rather than help
us carry it, God urges us to abandon it. If, on the other hand, we take on his burden with him,
then we will find that he is right with us, carrying the load, and even carrying us, holding us in the
palm of his hands. “The LORD lifts up all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.”

Am I open to let God do his work in and through me? In my trials and sufferings, have I
experienced the peace that remains in me when Jesus enters my life? Am I choosing to
love as he loves, and to do his will as the standard for all my actions?
Mary, in my weariness, help me and accompany me to Jesus.

Biblical Phrases in the Mass
The Fraction of the Bread
Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world…
John 1:29
The priest breaks the Eucharistic Bread. The
gesture of breaking of the bread done by
Christ at the Last Supper, which in Apostolic
times gave the entire Eucharistic action its
name, signifies that the many faithful are
made one body by receiving Communion
from the one Bread of Life, which is Christ.
The priest breaks the Bread and puts a piece
of host into the chalice to signify the unity of
the Body and Blood of the Lord in the work
of salvation, namely, of the Body of Jesus
Christ, living and glorious.
St Paul’s Weekday Missal, Complete Edition, reprinted
2018, Introduction XXXII

RECOMMENDED
The Our Father: The 5th petition:
And forgive us our trespasses (28mins)
The forgiveness of sins is a key part of Jesus’
mission on earth. This message is also one that
we need to participate in. We need to forgive
others who have sinned against us or we will
not receive his mercy in our life. How do we
find the reserves to realize this difficult yet
necessary task?

For Teens—YDisciple—The Cost(13mins)
Any kind of greatness comes with a price tag.
And Jesus didn’t hide from people that following him would come at a cost. This session discusses what it means to “take up our cross” and
how Jesus is close to us in our suffering.

“He loves, He hopes,
He waits, Our Lord
prefers to wait, Himself, for the sinner….
rather than keep us
waiting for an
instant.”
St Maria Goretti

THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS
KNOWN AS THE DECALOGUE
(TEN WORDS)

1. You shall worship the
Lord your God and him only
shall you serve with all your
heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind.
2. You shall not take the
name of the Lord your God
in vain.
3. Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it Holy.
4. Honour your Father and
your mother that your days
may be long. Children obey
your parents in the Lord for
this is right.
5. You shall not kill.
6. You shall not commit
adultery.
7. You shall not steal.
8. You shall not bear false
witness against your
neighbour.
9. You shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife.
10. You shall not covet your
neighbour’s goods or
anything that is your
neighbour’s.
SUMMARY
Jesus said there is no other
commandment greater
than this—”Love the Lord
your God with all your
heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind. And the
second is this—Love your
neighbour as yourself.”
Mark 12:29-31
Source: Catechism of the
Catholic Church. © 1994

Introit

TODAY’S
SCRIPTURE
READINGS

Great is the Lord and highly
to be praised *

First Reading
Zechariah 9:9-10

in the city of our God.
His holy mountain rises in
beauty, *

Psalm
145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14

the joy of all the earth.

Second Reading
Romans 8:9, 11-13

Responsorial Psalm

Gospel
Matthew 11:25-30
Offertory

“Come to me all

of you who labour
and are burdened
and I will give
you rest.
For my yoke is
easy and my
burden light.”
Matthew 11: 28, 30

Psalm 48 (47)
1. I love you, Lord, my strength; *
O Lord, my rock, my fortress, my savior;
my God, my rock where I take refuge; *
my shield, my saving strength, my stronghold.
I cry out, “Praised be the Lord!” *

2. The waves of death rose about me; *
the torrents of destruction assailed me;
the snares of the grave surrounded me; *
the traps of death confronted me.

3. In my anguish I called to the Lord; *
I cried to my God for help.
From his temple he heard my voice; *
my cry to him reached his ears

Communion
1. I will bless the Lord at all times; *
praise of him is always in my mouth.
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast; *
the humble shall hear and be glad
2. Glorify the Lord with me; *
together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me; *
From all my terrors he set me free.
3. Look towards him and be radiant; *
let your faces not be abashed.
This lowly one called; the Lord heard, *
and rescued him from all his distress.

Maria Goretti
Feast Day - 6 July
Maria Goretti died a martyr before
her twelfth birthday. Young as she
was, she made a choice based on
her faith.

Holy Mass will be celebrated in memorial of St Maria Goretti
Monday 6th July at 9.30am
She is the patron saint of youth, teenage girls,
chastity, rape victims, poverty, purity, and forgiveness.

The Church holds up to the world
the life, death and the faith of
Maria Goretti.

Maria Goretti's heroic story of love and forgiveness would not be complete without
one of its first miraculous fruits: the conversion of Alessandro Serenelli, Maria's
murderer.

St. Maria Goretti was able to live
the life of the Beatitudes even as a
child because her peasant parents
though terribly poor and lacking
formal education were profoundly
Christian. Their child had been
baptized in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, and they had taught their
child to love God, to converse with
God in prayer, to adore Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament, and to be
devoted to Our Blessed Mother,
she who is "full of grace" and the
beloved Spouse of the Holy Spirit.

Immediately after his brutal assault on young Maria Goretti, Alessandro was imprisoned. Since he was a minor, he was sentenced to only thirty years hard labour.

The crucifix in their simple home
was a constant reminder to all of
what the Son of God had endured
for them, and why. Like St. Maria
Goretti children today must be
taught by their parents to love and
to be faithful to the greatest of all
prayers-the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass. It is during this most important hour of the week that the
faithful, young and old, offer God
the sacrifice of atonement
through which they, like the child
martyr Maria, learn how to offer
their bodies to God as holy and
pleasing victims (Secret Prayer of
Mass on her Feast).
Children must be instructed to
love and to make frequent use of
the Sacrament of Penance and the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. In
the former as in the latter, they
will receive the same strength to
defend and preserve that purity of
body and soul which God abundantly bestowed upon His handmaiden St. Maria Goretti. We read
in the Letter of St. Paul that he had
asked his Corinthian converts, "Do
you not know that you are God's
temple, and that God's Spirit
dwells in you?" (1 Cor 3:16
cf.6:19). St. Maria Goretti knew
that wonderful truth .
http://www.mariagoretti.org/
likoudisarticle.htm

After six years of prison, he was near the brink of despair. Then one night, Maria appeared to him in his cell. She smiled at Alessandro and was surrounded by lilies, the
flower symbolic of purity. From that moment, peace invaded Alessandro's heart, and
he began to live a constructive life.
After serving his sentence, Alessandro took up residence at a Capuchin monastery,
working in the garden as a tertiary. He asked pardon of Maria's mother and accompanied her to Christmas Mass in the parish church where he spoke before the hushed
congregation, acknowledging his sin and asking God's forgiveness and the pardon of
the community.
Forty years later, on June 24, 1950, Maria was canonized at St. Peter's basilica in
Rome, with Alessandro's heart now firmly converted to the Lord. A miraculous fruit of
Maria's life, indeed!

Alessandro Serenelli died on May 6th, 1970 in the Capuchin convent of Macerata. He
left the following testimony, dated May 5, 1961, as his spiritual legacy:
"I'm nearly 80 years old. I'm about to depart. "Looking back at my past, I can see that
in my early youth, I chose a bad path which led me to ruin myself.
"My behavior was influenced by print, mass-media and bad examples which are followed by the majority of young people without even thinking. And I did the same. I
was not worried. "There were a lot of generous and devoted people who surrounded
me, but I paid no attention to them because a violent force blinded me and pushed me
toward a wrong way of life.
"When I was 20 years-old, I committed a crime of passion. Now, that memory represents something horrible for me.
Maria Goretti, now a Saint, was my good Angel, sent to me through Providence to
guide and save me. I still have impressed upon my heart her words of rebuke and of
pardon. She prayed for me, she interceded for her murderer. Thirty years of prison followed.
"If I had been of age, I would have spent all my life in prison. I accepted to be condemned because it was my own fault.
"Little Maria was really my light, my protectress; with her help, I behaved well during
the 27 years of prison and tried to live honestly when I was again accepted among the
members of society. The Brothers of St. Francis, Capuchins from Marche, welcomed me
with angelic charity into their monastery as a brother, not as a servant. I've been living
with their community for 24 years, and now I am serenely waiting to witness the vision
of God, to hug my loved ones again, and to be next to my Guardian Angel and her dear
mother, Assunta.
"I hope this letter that I wrote can teach others the happy lesson of avoiding evil and
of always following the right path, like little children. I feel that religion with its precepts is not something we can live without, but rather it is the real comfort, the real
strength in life and the only safe way in every circumstance, even the most painful
ones of life."
Signature, Alessandro Serenelli
http://www.mariagoretti.org/alessandrobio.htm

